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ARTICLE I

NAME

The name of this Association is “National Guard Association of West Virginia”, hereafter referred to as the “Association.”

ARTICLE II

PURPOSES AND POWERS

SECTION  1.    PURPOSES – The purposes of the National Guard Association of West Virginia are:


a. to promote and improve national security


b. to foster and improve The National Guard of West Virginia and the National Guard        
   of  the United States

c. to sponsor or participate in activities of a patriotic nature

d. to provide insurance benefits for members or their dependents

e. to carry on programs to perpetuate the memory of deceased veterans and        
   
         
   members of the United States Armed Forces and to comfort their survivors

f. to promote the common good, social welfare and general welfare of the people of      
    
  the community 

g. to provide social and recreational activities for members

h. to provide assistance to hospitalized veterans  within the scope and resources of    

    the Association

SECTION  2.    POWERS – The Association has all powers necessary, incident or appropriate to the furtherance of its purposes, including but not limited to:


a. receipt and collection of dues

b. acceptance of contributions

c. acquisition of property, both real and personal, by purchase, gift,


device or lease

d. investment or reinvestment of funds

e. sale, lease or encumbrance of real or personal property or any part or parts


thereof, and the conveyance by way of trust, mortgage or otherwise


f. execution, performance, or cancellation and recession of contracts of 


    every kind

g. creation of such trusts or trusts as may be necessary
ARTICLE III

MEMBERSHIP

SECTION 1.   CLASSES – Classes of membership in the Association are:

a. Annual
b. Life
c. Retired

SECTION  2.   QUALIFICATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS – requirements for membership in the Association for the several classes are:

a. Annual.  Annual dues will be based upon amounts voted by membership.

 
     Dues rates are as follows:



     Grade
           Dues



Grade             Dues



MGen 

$40.00



WO4

$20.00 

Bgen

$40.00



WO3

$10.00 


Colonel

$30.00



WO2

$10.00


LT Col

$30.00



WO1

$10.00


Major

$25.00


Capt

$20.00


1st Lt

$10.00


2nd Lt

$10.00

Upon completion and payment of the prescribed annual dues, an annual membership may be issued to a commissioned officer or warrant officer, active or inactive of the National Guard of the State of West Virginia. Any officer duly assigned to a unit of the West Virginia National Guard as an advisor, liaison or a selective service officer in the State Of West Virginia is considered a member of the West Virginia National Guard for the purpose of annual membership.  Any Officer assigned to a unit of the West Virginia National Guard, and subsequently serving in a reserve capacity, may also retain an annual membership.  Annual dues shall be due and payable at the same time as National Guard Association of the United States dues.  Any Second Lieutenant or Warrant Officer originally appointed on/after 1 July is entitled to complimentary membership for one full membership year.


b. Life


(1)  Life membership dues will be as follows:



     (a)  Commissioned Officers – Life membership dues for all commissioned officers will be equal to ten times the annual dues in effect for a Major (04).







      (b)  Warrant Officers – Life membership dues for all warrant officers will be equal to ten times the annual dues in effect for a CW4.



(2)  Upon application, payment of the prescribed life membership dues and approval of the Executive Committee of the Association, a person who is qualified to be an annual member may be issued a Life Membership.



       c. Retired-Members who “retired in good standing”, i.e. “dues paid” status, will incur a one time charge of $35 for life membership.  Member who retired in a “non paid dues” status will incur a one time charge of $100 for life membership. Members in the former Life, Retired category prior to 1 January 1986 are exempt from payment of annual dues and will henceforth be included in this retired category.



        d. Honorary – The Executive Committee of the Association may, by majority vote, confer honorary membership upon:




(1)  The Governor of the State or

(2) a person who has rendered outstanding service to the United States, the State of West Virginia, or the West Virginia National Guard

SECTION  3.  CERTIFICATE   An appropriate certificate of membership shall be issued to each individual member.

SECTION  4.  REJECTION AND TERMINATION


a. The Executive Committee of the Association may, by majority vote, and the return of any current dues:


(1)  reject  any applicant for membership or


(2)  after extending to the member concerned a reasonable opportunity to present to the Executive Committee evidence in their behalf, terminate any membership for due cause


b. Membership is automatically terminated by:


(1)  death


(2)  resignation or


(3)  failure or refusal to pay prescribed:



(a)  dues


(b)  an assessment


(c)  An annual membership terminates at 2400 on the last day of the    


fiscal year

ARTICLE IV

OFFICERS

SECTION  1.  TITLES – The officers of the Association are:

a. President

b.   President-elect


c.   Vice President

d.   Secretary

e.   Treasurer

f.   Executive Director

SECTION 2.  QUALIFICATIONS – Any officer of the Association shall be a member of the Association with the exception of the Executive Director who, as an employee of the Association and does not have to be a member of the Association.

SECTION 3.  VOTING, ELECTION AND/OR APPOINTMENT OF OFFICERS.
a. President – The President-elect of the Association shall automatically assume the office of President.  The President shall hold office for a period of one year.

b. President-elect – The Vice President of the Association shall automatically assume the office of the President-elect.  The President-elect shall hold office for a period of one year.

c. Vice President – A new Vice President of the Association shall be elected annually by written ballot of the general membership.  The individual receiving a plurality shall be considered duly elected and shall hold office for one year and then automatically assume of the office of President-elect the following year.

d. Secretary – The Secretary shall be elected for a two-year term by written ballot of the general membership.  The individual receiving a plurality shall be considered duly elected.

e. Treasurer – The Treasurer shall be elected for a two-year term by written ballot of the general membership; however, the first elected term of the Treasurer shall be shortened to one year to allow for the staggering of elections of the Secretary and the Treasurer.  The individual receiving a plurality shall be considered duly elected.

f. Executive Director – The Executive Director is an employee of the Association who serves at the will and pleasure of the Executive Committee.

g. Nominations for offices that are vacant or for offices being held by members whose terms are expiring will be generally, but not exclusively by and under the supervision of a Nominations Committee appointed by the President.  This committee will further be responsible for the conduct and technical supervision of the election.

h. Whenever it is necessary to poll the membership, such action will be by written ballot.

i. The privilege of voting shall be limited to annual, life, and life retired members.

j. Vacancies – Any vacancies occurring among the officers and/or Executive Committee members shall be filled on an interim basis by vote of the Executive Committee for a period of time not to extend beyond the next meeting of the general membership, at which time an election shall be held for the unexpired term of said office.

SECTION 4.   DUTIES OF OFFICERS – The duties of officers of the Association shall be as prescribed in the By-laws of the Association.

ARTICLE V

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

SECTION 1.   MEMBERSHIP – There shall be an Executive Committee of the Association consisting of:


a.   The Officers of the Association and eight duly elected members. 
b.   At least two member of the Executive Committee, excluding the Executive Director, will be Life Members who are retired or retired members, one each from the Air National Guard the Army National Guard and at least two of whom will be non-retired company grade officers in the grade of Lieutenant, Captain, or Warrant Officer (W01), one each from the Air National Guard and the Army National Guard..

SECTION 2.   VOTING AND ELECTION OF MEMBERS OF THE EXECUTIVE         COMMITTEE

a. The terms of office for the eight non-officer members of the Executive Committee will be for two years and staggered so that the three new members will be elected annually to replace the three members who term of office is about to expire.  The three individuals receiving the most votes shall be considered elected, with the exception that membership of the newly elected Executive Committee will comply with Article V, Section I, b of this Constitution.  If election of the three individuals does not comply, then the individual receiving the largest number of votes within the required category shall be considered duly elected, replacing the individual receiving the least amount of votes who would have been otherwise duly elected.

b. Nominations for the Executive Committee will be generally, but not exclusively, by and under the supervision of a Nominations Committee appointed by the President.  This committee will further be responsible for the conduct and technical supervision of the election.

c. The election of the members of the Executive Committee will be conducted by written ballot at the meeting of the general membership.

d. The privilege of voting shall be limited to Annual, Life, and Retired members who are present.

SECTION 3.   EVENT OF EMERGENCY

a. In the event of war or other emergency declared by the Congress or other action by the President of the United States as a result of which the National Guard is ordered or called into the federal service of the United States, the Executive Committee of the Association is authorized and empowered to conduct and transact the entire business of the Association during the period of such war, emergency, or other action.

b.   In the event that the President is precluded from serving as such as the result of war, emergency, or otherwise, then the President-elect will automatically assume the office of President-elect, and the Executive Committee shall select another of their members to serve as Vice President, if necessary, until the war, emergency, or other such action ceases to exist.  In the event that the President, President-elect and Vice President are all precluded from serving as such as the result of war, emergency, or otherwise, then the Executive Committee shall select another of their members to serve as President, President-elect and Vice President, if necessary, until the war, emergency, or other such action ceases to exist.  If none of the other members are available, the Executive Committee shall select a member of the Association to serve as chairman and custodian, if necessary, until the war, emergency, or other such action ceases to exist.

ARTICLE VI

COMMITTEES

SECTION 1.  STANDING COMMITTEES - Standing Committees of the Association are:

a. Committee on Finance

b. Committee on Resolutions

c. Committee on Nominations

d. Committee on Legislation

e. Committee on Time and Place

f. Committee on Audits

g. Committee on Projects

h. Committee on Membership

i. Committee on Communications

j. Committee on Long Range Plans

SECTION 2.   SPECIAL COMMITTEES - The President of the Association may appoint such Special Committees as he or she deems necessary.

SECTION 3.   ORGANIZATION AND DUTIES OF COMMITTEES

a. The duties of the standing committees shall be as prescribed by the By-Laws of the Association.

b. The organization and duties of special committees shall be as the President of the Association may determine.

c. The President shall appoint as chairmen of standing committees only members of the Executive Committee or officers of the Association, excluding the Executive Director with the exception of the Committee on Audits.

d. All committee members shall serve at the will and pleasure of the President of the Association.

ARTICLE VII
MEETINGS and CONFERENCES

SECTION 1.  ANNUAL CONFERENCE      An annual conference for all members shall be convened at a time and place to be selected by the Executive committee, considering the recommendations adopted by the general membership

SECTION 2.  SPECIAL MEETINGS.   Special meetings may be called by the President or any two members of the Executive Committee.  In the call for a special meeting, the purpose for the meeting must be clearly stated and no other business other than that stated may be properly considered.

ARTICLE VIII

QUORUM

SECTION 1.   ANNUAL CONFERENCE OR SPECIAL MEETING – A quorum shall exist at any properly called and convened meeting of the general membership without regard to the percentage of membership present, providing all members are notified in advance, in writing, by a call of the President or any two members of the Executive Committee as provided for in Article VII of this Constitution.

SECTION 2.   EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – A quorum shall exist at any meeting of the Executive Committee where a majority of the members of any standing or special committee shall constitute a quorum.

SECTION 3.   STANDING AND SPECIAL COMMITTEES - A majority of the members of any standing or special committee shall constitute a quorum.

SECTION 4.   PROXY VOTES – In calculating the presence of a quorum and in any balloting during a properly convened meeting of the Executive Committee, properly signed proxies, executed by the person entitled to vote if present, may be presented to the Secretary or presiding officer, and, if deemed in order, will be counted, when cast by the designated holder of the proxy, as if the absent member were present and voting.

ARTICLE IX

DEFINITIONS

FOR THE PURPOSES HEREIN:

a. “National Guard” means and includes Air National Guard and Army National Guard.          

b. “Officer and Warrant Officer” means and includes commissioned or warrant officers, male and female, active, inactive, or retired, of the National Guard of the United States or the National Guard of West Virginia, and all Advisor or Liaison Officers or Warrant Officers assigned to units of the West Virginia National Guard and Selective Service Officers in the State of West Virginia.

c. “May” is used in a permissive sense.

d. “Shall” is used in an imperative sense.

e. “Majority vote” means and includes a majority of the legal votes cast.

f. “Two-Thirds vote” means and includes two-thirds of the legal votes cast.

g. “Fiscal Year” or “Year” as applied to the Association means and includes the period 1 January through 31 December of the calendar year
  ARTICLE X

AMENDMENTS

This Constitution may be amended by consent of two-thirds of the votes cast by the members of the Association attending the NGAWV Annual Business Conference.  Proposed amendments to the Constitution must be submitted, in writing, to the President of the Association and to each member of the Executive Committee at least thirty days prior to the date of the Executive Committee meeting at which the proposed amendments are to be considered.  Subject to approval of the proposed amendment by any three members of the Executive Committee, the membership must be polled to determine whether or not the subject amendment is ratified.  Ratification must be by written ballot, properly offered to those members attending the Annual Conference with at least two-thirds consent of the votes cast.

PAGE  
3

